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Evaluation of Index of FBIS Daily Reports

1. Analysts of the Materisls Division were asked an
12 November to familiarize themselves with the index of FBIS
Daily Reports dewveloped by OCR thwroush sn external services
contract. The branches, in turn, have responded to a regquest
for comzents and suggestions coacerning the index.

2. Individual comments on the index, a8 expected, run
the full gasmut of possible responses -- from "the index can
become a velusble research tool”; to "it's an wmecessery
lwury”. The consensus of opinjon is ss follows:

A. The trial period for the index has been too
ghort tc develop s full sppreciation of its potential
volue. Anzlysts rely on their files for the recowvery
of FEIS material end hawve develcoped individual gystems
of resding, e¢lipping snd filing vhich currently provide
for them, at the expense of conspldersble time for intelli.
gence maintepance, a ressousble recovery of FBIS material.
It would require a minimum of st lesst one year of satin-
factory experience with the index before apalysts would
“feel gafe  in reducing their individual ¢lipping and
filing systems to cover only iliems of lmuediste or current
interest.

E. At least a screened portion of the econamic sbstract
cards should aiso be included in the index. It is recognized
that many of the economic abstract cerds are of merginal velue,
hovever, some procedure should be developed for ineluding the
useful csrds in the index. For exsmple, one copy of each of
the cards whieh sre routed by the ORR Reading Panel eonld be
sent similtanecusly to indexding . Recent exphagis on politicsl
events has reduced the wilume of economic information vwhiich is
currently publiehed in the FBIS Deily Reports. The economic
information screened from the Dedlys is now disseminsted through
the economlc abstract caxds.

C. A recrzanization of the index file on an other than
alphsbetical basis would help to make it more useful. For
example, the politicel subdivigions and citles of a country
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should sppear a8 subsections under thet country rather than
scatiered throughout the file. 4lso, specific eccamodities should
be subcategories under general cammodity groups. The wverious
sgricultursel grains should be filed under sgricultursl products
and specific chemicals under chesical products.

D,  Much of the value of this index lies in its currency.
Althouzh cards sre schedunled to appear in the index not more

than 3 days following the dste of publication, experience to
date hss shown & 2«3 week lag.
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